FixItSmartly DIY Starter Pack

Your Essential Guide to Home and Car Repairs

Welcome to your FixItSmartly DIY Starter Pack! This guide will help you tackle common
home and car issues with easy-to-follow instructions and tools you can use to fix everyday
problems.

Inside, you'll find everything you need to get started: home maintenance checklists,
plumbing and electrical guides, and tools to build your DIY toolkit. Let's get started!

Home Maintenance Checklist

A well-maintained home is the key to saving time and money on repairs. Here are some
essential tasks to keep your home in great shape:

e Check for leaks in plumbing fixtures, pipes, and water heaters.

¢ Inspect windows and doors for drafts. Seal gaps and cracks to prevent heat loss.
¢ Clean and maintain HVAC systems. Replace filters regularly.

¢ Inspect your roof for missing or damaged shingles and leaks.

¢ Clean gutters and downspouts to prevent clogging.

¢ Test smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors.

« Inspect flooring for damage like cracked tiles or loose boards.

Plumbing Guide

Plumbing problems can often be fixed with basic tools and techniques. Here are some
common plumbing tasks you can handle yourself:

« Fixing a leaky faucet by replacing washers and O-rings.



e Clearing clogged drains with a plunger or drain snake.
¢ Checking for leaks around pipes under sinks and at joints.
* Winterizing plumbing to prevent freezing in cold months.

» Replacing showerheads or faucets with simple DIY tools.

Electrical Guide

Basic electrical tasks are manageable for DIYers if done safely. Always turn off the power
before starting any electrical work. Here are some electrical fixes you can tackle:

* Replacing a fuse or circuit breaker.

« Installing new light fixtures or ceiling fans.

* Troubleshooting faulty outlets and replacing them.

» Checking the home’s electrical panel for signs of trouble.

» Testing carbon monoxide and smoke detectors regularly.

Tool Starter Checklist

Having the right tools makes DIY repairs easier and more efficient. Here are the basic tools
every DIYer should have:

» Screwdrivers (Flathead and Phillips)

e Hammer and mallet

¢ Pliers (needle nose and adjustable)

« Utility knife

* Wrenches (adjustable and pipe)

* Tape measure and level

* Power drill with drill bits and screwdriver bits

« Flashlight and batteries



e Caulk gun for sealing windows and gaps

Seasonal Maintenance Tasks

Performing maintenance tasks during each season will help prevent major issues. Here’s
what to check during each season:

Spring:

« Inspect the roof and clean gutters.

¢ Test air conditioning system. Clean filters.

¢ Clean windows and wash exterior surfaces.

¢ Check for leaks in the basement or foundation.
Summer:

 Inspect and clean the deck or patio.

¢ Clean and seal any outdoor furniture.

¢ Maintain lawn equipment.

Fall:

e Clean gutters and downspouts.

¢ Inspect the heating system and chimney.

« Seal any drafts or gaps around doors and windows.
Winter:

¢ Check insulation levels in your attic and basement.
« Inspect pipes for any signs of freezing.

¢ Ensure snow and ice do not block venting and plumbing pipes.



Conclusion

Congratulations! You are now ready to tackle your DIY home and car repairs. Use this
starter pack to make home maintenance easier and more affordable. Visit FixItSmartly.com
for more detailed guides and resources to help you along the way.



